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Adter conducting numerous interviews with members of the antistic realm, both in this

file.
response o |_|u1_w.n|.|-n~. ru:-"'|rd||1L Rathnam’s ahilitics as a musician, as a leader, as an

began studying the violin at age six,

a8 o strect II'I'I_IHII._Iqll'I.
averag
entered Juilliard an the age of 12 and spent summers training at string ﬁl..hl.'ul‘\ first
in Denmark under the wielage of his uncle and mentor, the renowned violinist and
comedian Anker Buch (the sort of Victor Borge of the Vielin),
Meadowmount in New York alongside the likes of Joshua Bell and Robert Chen,

claimed the recital “{aln astounding display of energy and endurance....”
could be said about the man himsell no maiter what his endeavour.

place. From 1993 0 1997 he lived on the West Shore when he decided to move inlo
the City where he is a visible presence.
part of the cultural revolution he foresaw, Indeed, Harrishurg is experiencing a ren-
aissance and Odin Rathnam is actively and eager

like a mate,”
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Odin with uncle
and mentor,
reknowned violinist
and comedian,
Anker Buch.

RAT

Harrisburg's Virtuoso

harisma. Authonty. Passion. Enthusiasm. Incredible talent. These are but
some of the words vou will hear repeatedly if you ask aboun Odin Rathnam.,
He is perhaps most visible in the Central PA region as the Concertimaster of
the Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra. But thiat is only one of the many hats
he wears, not just in the music community, but in the community-ai-large.

region and throughout the MNation, it became increasingly difficult to approach this pro-
MNid because there was a lack of information, On the contrary, the magnanimous

innowvator, and s 8 m;umh-.,r of the community, became almost overwhelming. While it
miay sound a bit cliché, he seems in many ways, larger than life.

Born and raised in New York City 1o a Danish mother and an Indian Father, he
He has been an active soloist singe the age of
15 when, in addition 1o playing other venues, he was making thousands of dollars
This alforded him the ability to be more mischievous than the
¢ adoleseent, much less the average adolescent living in New York City. He

and later m

In 1993 he made his Lincoln Center debut m Alice Tully Hall where, accompa-
nied by acclaimed pianist Rohan De Silva, he played works by Stravinsky,
Beethoven, Schumann, and Saint-Saens. For an encore he displayed his versatility
by performing a program of Gypsy music. Sandy Cullen of the Parviot-News pro-
The same

Prior to coming 1o Harrisburg, Rathnam had been playing as a (reelance violinist
with seven different orchestras from Connecticut to Virginia while still at Juillzacd. In
the fall of 1991 he was recruited as Acting Concertmaster of the Harrisburg
Symphony Orchestra, The following spring he auditioned and was awarded the per-
manent position, Rather than commute, as do many symphony musicians, he decided
to move to Harrisburg in order to be part of the cultural revolution he saw taking

He has become an inkegral and invaluable

v helping to lead the wiLy.
Much of wlmt drives Rathnam is his imense passion for the vielin, * J‘kyr_dl violin is
he says, His relationship with the instrument itself results in a quality of

HNAM

By Johpn Zimmerman

music that evokes deep emotion that inspires and
motivates. His current “mate’™ is @ recent acoui-
sition of the late Venetian school (late 1700%) by
an unknown maker. He believes the sound to be
as good as any in the million dollar class,

Stwart Malina, Music  Director L
Harrishurg Symphony, recognizes this, “He'sa
phenomenal violinist. We'll start there. He's
constantly striving 1o grow, Accordingly, he's
constantly open 1o ideas.” His great ability
makes his role as Concertmaster of tremendous
value to the symphony. In any symphony
orchestra the concertmaster is more than just the
lucky violinist who gets to sit next o the con-
ductor. The concertmaster serves as the leader of
the stiing section - the largest part of the orches-
tra. He is responsible for the sound of the sirings,
much of which is a function of “bowing.” This
includes determining the direction the bows will
move in any given passage and the distance
from the strings and placement on the stings
where the bows may jump. Maling notes thin
Rathnam's awareness of different approsches w
how technique and phrasing is invaluable.

Rathnam also commands the respect of the
other musicians, He addresses his section and
always  communicates  with  them.  Joel
Lambdin, Founder of the chamber music
group, Harrishurg Players” Collective,
among the second fiddles with the sympho
ny. He eXPIesses enthusiasm For Rathnam's
approach noting that he is quite open 1o sug-
gestions from within the section and is
always trying o re-evaluate. According o
Lambdin, he encourages everyone (o use theu
instruments 1o sing oul as a voice o be heard,

Although there was a time when Rathnam
was reputed for talking oo much and rying to
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in tha attire of his
native india, Rathnam
stands with his mother
Else whom he calls “An
incredibly strong
influence. My hero.”
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and plays concerls W raise money Tor concer research beneliting such onganizations us the | "He's a genius when it comes to

Breast Carscer Coalition arxd Muosic Tor Jake, In the spring be hopes o pocfomn the Complete teaching” says Megan Sweger, mother of
Limaccompanicd H('l]'lill.lil.‘il and Partitas ol Jobhann Sebastiane Bach foe the benelit ol thee six year old Christian who aspiresto be a
Hareishurg arts erganizations. He makes these things happen by waocking with area bosi- cancert master one day.

nczses, otk small and large, to garmer financial suppon. He cites Flaseo as a el Teader in
support of the ants and @ oumber of Downtown restauratenrs, most particulaly Donnic
Firovarn of the Firchouse Restaorant, whio bave abass supponed bis endesvours, Witk each
progerm, onee he receives the backing of the business community, e passes it along 1o the
preople by using his incnedible tlent o geneeate intercst in chacitable causesand in the
rwesic b peclorimes, s he sees i, " husic mus be o pecinent than the inensic salue of
the aut Torn il We work mgether 1o create meons opporlonitices.”

With o deep commitment e the City and region, Rathnam has several long lerm g [_{C }-13_5 a4 p':l':i:il{JII {:()T' ﬂ Vv
anals that he is actively working to achieve. Rather than smash Mayies on his - 5 . L
stringboard while che Harrishurg Symphony plays summer Barge concerls in T]_S}']_lt]_g that rivals that of
Riverfront Park, he envisions o permanent concert shell along the siverbanks, He gl
would like 1o work with the City and generate corporate support thal would provide the violin.
this venue For bringing the music oul 10 the people on a mere regular basis.
“Anyihing that increases the syinphony’s preseoce inthe City 15 a win.” He would
also like 1o create a Moll-scale music conservatory in Harvisborg, He has several
Dersenterwen properties in mand. [0 would oot be mereely a place w ake mesic instruc-
tien. IUwould provide theory, car training, chamber muosic fraining, master classes,
the whols gamut. The Taculty would alresdy be in line, using muosicians Drom the
symphony and other area proups, Ratbnam belicves there s a tremendous amoun
ol talent available in the region and we should pot bave e Tanm it oul we Peabody,
Curtis, and Juillioed, thereby losing Qo o larger cities, We need an anistic commu-
nity that lives here. Mot one thal comes inoand leaves,”

“He's o genivs when il comes o eaching™ suyvs Megan Swezer, mother of six
year old Christian whio aspires 1o be g concertmaster one duy, Having studied che
windin since the age of Tonr, Christian went throough his reperoire gquickly and need-
ed 1o moeve o Fle anditioned and Began raining with Rathnam in April of this vesar,
In addition o echncal work, soch as scales and developing o sirong bosy arm,
Christinn is currently working on the ¥ivaldi Concerto in A Minoe He praclices Tor
three hours ecach day becanse he knows that Rathnam iz goal directed with his sio-
demts, However, the lessons fow and are Tun and upbeat, “Oxdin knows how (o alk
fo Christian and eal him as o young man, not a child” sayvs Sweger. The record
speaks for sl ahen i comes o Rathonam’s weaching abilities. Owver 15 of his stu-
dents have pone 1o conservatories ingluding Peabody, Tuilliard and Eastman, One
student soloel with the Philadelphia Orchestes ot the age of 13, A Danish student,
Mikolai Znaider, won the Queen Elizabeth Competifion (the largest siolin competi
tiom in the waorkly and new solog around the globe,

Although it would seem that Rathoam’s Bife is consumed exclusively with musi-
cil pursuits, 11 ool the case. He has a passicn for My fshing thal vivals thal of the
wicling I he 5 not planning, performing or teaching, vou will find him in a strean,
weasle deep inowaler, casting his line, He is as intense about his pussuic of fish as he
is ahout his porsoit of mosical excellence, Those familiar with the wehnical nature
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of fy fshing will find this to bo o natural
comnection. Tt is not merely a question of dan-
gling a worm on a heok in the hope that o
litfle Carp might swim by 1o nibble, Rather, i
requises inlenss conceniration, praclios, and
forcies. Doss this sound familiar? As with most
avid fly fishermen, Rathnam finds this chera-
peutic. The motion of casting a line and
accurately drawing i back i again is an art
Form. It also beings a disappointment siomilar
tor thal which musicianship can bring. Just as
whin fishing someone else often gets the fish,
i Lo sommenne else oflen plays the violin
better. Rathamm acknowledges this, ™You
Iearn to met used w0 dﬁappnmtm-;m tow can'l
always be the best.” Make po mistake abaus
it, however, he wi]l die treing.

Adways  Innovative  and  motivabed,
Rathmam has found a way to combing bis
love of tly fishing with his Jove of music and,
as always. invalve the public, Brahms ¥iola
Quintet in G Major played standing in the
middle of the Delaware River? (Which, inci-
dentally mizht be o bit bard on the cellist.)
Well. actually thai’s nol woo far ol the mark.
In collaboration with well-koown jazz muse-
cian Steve Rudolph, Rathmam proposes to
organize @ series of 11y fishing waekends to
take place 2t a gverside lodee. By day there
would be flv fishing with instruction while on
tha First pight would be o jacs concerl pee-
formed by Budolph and on the sceond oighl o
chamber music concert led by Rathoam,
Maturally. there would be o Jee and, natusally,
it would benefil an arts orpamizafion.

This svpthesis exemplilies Bathnam’s
approach to all of hiz underlakings. With
almost maniacal eneray he suives  bring
peaple and organizations together to advance
a cause whether it be cancer rescarch or Lthe
personal benefit onc receives [rom inogr
peace Found in a stream, WITF-FM persona)-

ity Ellen Fughas, founder of the MNext
Generation Festival which beings free cham-
her music w area universities, observes that
“it's phenomensal thart be’s here”. In many
ways, he brings to us a mentality that Hughes
terns “uncompromising”, With s browd
vision more common 1o a New Yorker or ong
on the international scene (of which he hap-
pens to be both), why does a musician of the
culiber of Cdin Rathmam not seek a more
prominent orchestra? Why dees he remain
commitied to Central Penosylvania for the
lang hawl? If vowr will pardon the double
entendre, 15 he a big fish in 2 small stream?
In a sense he is in that he has a personality
that fills a room. People in his presence are
aware that he is there. However, that is not

NL cites Harsco as a real leader in

support of the arts and a number

of Downtown restaurateurs, most

particularly Donnie Brown of the
Firehouse Restaurant, who have
always supported his endeavours.

what cawses him to remain and plan for the
Future  here.  Rathnam  incobated  in
Harrisburg. When ke arrived in 1991 he was
not one-teath the violinist he i3 teday, by his
own admission. He grew with the community
and with the symphony thst embraced him,
His goal is to be an even better violinist, He
Feels a part of the Hamsbure renaissanes and
15 well cquipped with the 1alent and perseng
L tove 10 along and make a real difference.
The truth of the matier 15, we nead him. Andd
we need morne like him. HEG
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Feinting the landscape.
Cluers s a0 90-year tradition
of serving Hersbey and the

surrounding connmunities by
mctkivg them “cleanern, greener”
Dlaces to live.

Fow vesidlential or commercigl
fandscape design, planting and
mainienance you can st us to

create a plchire-perfect seitin

Coll for an estimate wowd

717-534-3060

Creating
MASTERPIECE
LANDSCAPES

The view of the garden...
the arlist’s inspiration.
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